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To:  Randy Nash, President
Graphic Products North America Inc.

From:  John Turcotte, President

Granby Mold, Inc.

Date: 5/18/06

Re:  CAM-TOOL Software

Randy,

  Granby Mold purchased CAM-TOOL Software with the purchase of an Okuma CNC Milling machine.  Granby was primarily looking for a new milling machine capable of Hard Milling and High Speed Milling, as well as being very accurate.  Dale Mickelson of Gosiger of Michigan (local Okuma and CAM-TOOL distributor) convinced us that we would have greater success with CAM-TOOL.  He was right! In a matter of one month Granby Mold became confident in the capabilities of CAM-TOOL.  In the 5 months since we purchased CAM-TOOL we have machined hard die details, cavities requiring little or no benching, very fine detail with 0.5mm cutters, and ribs.  We leave the machine running unattended thru the night regardless if we are roughing, semi-finishing, or finishing small details such as ribs.  This adds lot’s of productivity to a small one-shift company like Granby Mold.  We have been running lights out for many years with our older equipment and software, but usually not roughing or fine finishing operations.

  As a mold-maker accustomed to machining cavities we are thrilled with the CAM-TOOL’s tool-paths to dig out corners.  The software always knows what stock is left in the corner and will automatically take multiple passes as required in the corners.  This not only reduces the amount of edm work, it also increases cutter life, because the software generates programs for a constant chip load.  We have experienced these benefits not only on the new Okuma mill, but on our 10 year old machines as well.

  The automation is not only in the tool-paths but starts as soon as the file is imported.  CAM-TOOL has excellent surface analysis tools and can usually heal 80-90% of the surface problems automatically.  These features quickly increase the programmer’s confidence that the tool-paths generated will be error free.   The software also takes advantage of the latest computer hardware advances such as dual-core processors.  We loaded our CAM_TOOL software on a computer with two dual-core processors.  This allows our programmer to have programs running for one job while he is getting another job ready.  At night the CAM-TOOL software generates a large batch of programs using the two processors and dual-core technology to speed things up, and they are ready to review in the morning.

  Finally, the training and support from Graphic Products North America and Gosiger of Michigan is outstanding.  The attitude of everyone involved with CAM-TOOL is that “the customer must be successful”.  The training is not only generous but flexible.  They want to fit your schedule.  They prefer small classes (as small as 2) so they can fit the class to the customer’s specific applications.  The support that follows is also impressive.  The CAM-TOOL personnel want to know about any challenging jobs, or new opportunities that they can help with.  That probably is due to the confidence they have in their product.

Thank you,

__________________

John Turcotte

Granby Mold, Inc.
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